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We had a very successful an-
nual meeting in July, even
though | was not able to join

QIEAR, ufgRKR 5-11

NACMPA 2022 fFE2= 8 12-16 in person. We carried out all
the routine agenda of intro-
duction, award, elections.

AT S5 BT A i 2 17-22 ’ ’
b 5 SR A ol Most importantly, our mem-
EEC P 58) bers were chatting with each

other in person after three
long years. This might be the
first time that we have host-
ed the event at a venue with-
in a walking distance from the convention center. This setting
was not planned in advance. Our ExCom made the decision
only several weeks before the meeting due to several unpre-
dicted challenges of traffic, budget for the traditional bus-to-
Chinatown style. My colleagues on the ground spent days to
get this new format running. My deepest appreciation goes

Brian Wang, PhD
NACMPA President

Seeking Contributors

NACMPA NEWSLETTER is published by the
North American Chinese Medical Physi-
cists Association on a semiannually
schedule. We welcome all readers to send
us any suggestions or comments on any
of the articles or new features to make
this a more effective and engaging publi-
cation and to enhance the overall reader-
ship experience.

Contact us: nacmpa@yahoo.com
Editor: Lu Wang, PhD
el &ss !

to Lu Wang, Ke Nie, Kai Yang, Dandan Zheng, Josh Xu, and
many other volunteers! | know there may be many things to
improve and thank you all for your understanding.

We have been enhancing our communications. With the
WeChat group reaching the maximum 500 limit, our Presi-
dent-elect designate, Dr. Yi Rong recently started a group for
mentees. If you are a student or a postdoc fellow in the main
NACMPA group, please quit there and join the NACMPA ||
Mentees group. Separately, we know that our current web-
site needs to get an update from the relatively dated hosting
platform. Our officers are exploring easier website manage-
ment options. If you have a talent and interest for website
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design, please contact Dr. Rong directly. Thank you, Dr. Raymond Wu and Jeff Luo for keeping
our website and domain running since the establish of this Association!

At my campaign speech in 2018, | promised to work on the racial diversity issue at AAPM. Over
the past four years, | have been working with our Association officers to increase the Chinese
representation at AAPM’s Equality, Diversity, Inclusion (EDI) activities. More importantly, | have
been advocating to put a Chinese physicist on the AAPM presidential election ticket. It’s not an
easy task and | will keep working on it as transitioning to the Chair of NACMPA. If you have crea-
tive ideas, please let me know.

After working in China for half a year, | have got used to the fast pace here after living in the US
for 21 years. | still feel unreal that | already got to a habit of booking a high-speed train ticket on
the way to the train station, getting to Shanghai three hours later from Jinan which would take
11 hours by car. The transportation infrastructure is just amazing and it has changed how people
live and work. On the other side, | would not be able to enter the train station without a 48-hour
negative Covid testing result @ . The medical physicist workforce is severely understaffed in
China, as a result, their majority daily assignment is treatment planning. Many do not have the
time for routine QA work. The situation is slightly better at a few first-tier academic centers. An-
yway, my fellow physicists in the North America, please appreciate your time and opportunity
for clinical projects and research!

| will pass the president duty to Dr. Lu Wang in 2023 after my two-year term. Thank you every-
one, especially volunteers and officers for your trust and support of my work and our Associa-
tion. | am quite sure that NACMPA will be stronger under the leadership of future presidents!

North American Chinese Medical Physicists Association
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As a teenager, | lived in Guangzhou, China, where
the first American Consulate was set up after the
establishment of China and US diplomatic relations
in 1979. One day | was chosen to accompany the
teenage daughter of the US Consul General in her
transition to the new environment. My name was
not Maria back then. | named myself after my best
friend “Maria,” the daughter of the Consul General.
My years (1979-1981) in the Consulate opened the
window of my yearning for the western world.

Reunion of MCO alumni at the 2000 AAPM annual
meeting in Chicago (from left to right: Komanduri Ayyangar,
Steve Jiang, me, Todd Pawlicki, Jason Sohn, Bob Price).

My journey in Becoming a
Medical Physicist

Maria F. Chan, PhD, FAAPM, NACMPA Hall of Fame Recipient 2022

With the referral from the Consul General, | got
my student (F1) Visa and started my journey in the
US in 1985. There was no financial aid for
international students. | worked full-time in my
uncle’s restaurant to support my tuition fees while
studying Electronical Engineering at the University
of Toledo. In my senior year of Electrical
Engineering, | chose Biomedical Engineering as my
concentration (at that time there was no
Biomedical Engineering degree). In these classes, |
was taught by professors from the Medical College
of Ohio (MCO) on CT, MRI, PET, ultrasound, etc. As
a result, | quickly found my interest in the medical
physics field, later applying and enrolling in their
graduate school program in Medical Physics after
my undergraduate degree. My 15t AAPM meeting
was in 1993 in Washington DC, and | won 3rd
place in Young Investigator Symposium at the
annual AAPM meeting the following year in
Anaheim, CA. After | graduated with a PhD degree
from the Medical College of Ohio in 1995, | moved
to California for my first job as the chief physicist
at St. Joseph’s Medical Center treating over 100
EBRT patients a day. In the 1990s, most hospitals
were still using 2D planning; 3DCRT was a state-of-
the-art technique. | remembered that the Physics
revenue increased from 2.6 million to 4.3 million
after | joined the Department because | instituted
3DCRT techniques / billing — so, | got a special
greeting from the hospital CEO as a surprise. Then,
| got ABMP board-certified but wanted to have
more challenges in my career. So, | joined the
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faculty of the Department of Medical Physics at
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in 1999
despite a 20% pay cut because | believed | had
more potential to advance my career here, and |
have stayed since for over 23 years now. During my
early time at Sloan Kettering, my husband was a
stay-at-home dad taking care of three daughters.
Because of his sacrifices, | could allocate more time
working toward my career development. In
research, | have published many highly cited peer-
reviewed papers, book chapters, and a book; and
had numerous invited national and international
presentations. The most exciting part about
receiving industrial grants is seeing the outcome of
my studies being implemented in clinics or products
in use by peers in the medical field. The feeling of

http://www.nacmpa.org/
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fulfillment is more than everything. In my
professional volunteer experience, | served in
many task groups, work groups, and committees
for both AAPM and ASTRO as well as involvements
in many professional societies (ACR, ACRO, ABR,
NACMPA). | was elected a Fellow of AAPM in
2014 and the NACMPA Hall of Fame recipient in
2022. Now, after my three daughters are in
college, my husband has gone back to work in a
hospital as a respiratory care practitioner. Besides
our work, we enjoy traveling in Europe and Asia
learning about different cultures. My motto is
“%257%1%” which means “the harder you work,
the more you get.” At last, | wish everyone to have

a successful career and enjoy life no matter what -
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Dear Colleagues, it was great seeing you at the
NACMPA 2022 annual meeting and we look forward
to seeing all of you at the next annual meeting in
Houston, TX!
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John Fan, PhD

NACMPA member
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NACMPA thanks to the vendors

who had sponsored us this year

Platinum Sponsor

UNITED Hx=: l
IMI\GING P

Gold Sponsor
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JUNXINMED

Silver Sponsor

=) SUN NUCLEAR

corporation

Bronze Sponsor
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